
HOUSING
TENANT ISSUES

AFTER A DISASTER

ESCAMBIA & SANTA ROSA
COUNTIES:
1741 North Palafox Street 
Pensacola, FL 32502 
(850) 432-8222

FRANKLIN, JEFFERSON, LEON, &
WAKULLA COUNTIES: 

CALHOUN, GADSDEN, JACKSON, &
LIBERTY COUNTIES: 

2119 Delta Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
(850) 385-9007 

121 North Jackson Street 
Quincy, FL 32351 
(850) 875-9881 

BAY, GULF, HOLMES, &
WASHINGTON COUNTIES: 
211 East 11th Street 
Panama City, FL 32401 
(850) 769-3581

OKALOOSA & WALTON
COUNTIES: 
133 Staff Drive, NE 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 
(850) 862-3279 

Apply online, over the phone, or
in-person!

OFFICESABOUT US
Legal Services of North Florida provides
free legal assistance to eligible low
income persons in civil matters. 

We do not provide legal assistance in
CRIMINAL or traffic matters. 

LSNF offers free educational discussions
and informative brochures regarding the
areas of law we practice. Call your local
office for more information. LSNF offices
are listed on the back of this brochure.

850-385-9007

www.LSNF.org

850-385-9007 www.LSNF.org



House has damage – if house or
apartment is only partially
damaged, according to Florida
law, your rent may be reduced by
the value of the part of the unit
damaged or destroyed. Provide
written notice of intent to reduce
rent to the landlord.

House destroyed – under Florida
law, you may terminate the
rental agreement and
immediately leave or vacate the
property. Provide written notice
to the landlord stating the
damage and destruction and
immediately vacate the
premises.

Take pictures – Take pictures of
the property before and after the
storm to document the damage
to the premises from the storm.

Personal Property Destroyed –
damage to personal property is
usually the responsibility of the
tenant. If you purchased renter’s
insurance file a claim with the
insurance company otherwise
file a FEMA claim for personal
property that was damaged or
destroyed.

A QUICK GUIDE TO YOUR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES IF YOU ARE A TENANT AND YOUR
RENTAL PROPERTY IS DAMAGED OR DESTROYED BY A NATURAL DISASTER.

Read Your Contract/Lease - If
you have a written contract or
lease, read it carefully to see if it
has any terms about damage or
destruction after a storm.

Inspect the Home -Take pictures
of the house/apartment before
and immediately after the storm.
Keep photos and/or videos of
these for your records. Take
screenshots of the lease and
rental insurance policy if there is
one.

Landlord Obligation - To comply
with codes or if no codes
maintain the roof, windows,
doors, steps, porches, exterior
walls, foundation, and structural
components and plumbing.

Tenant Obligation– notify the
landlord as soon as possible of
damage to the house or
apartment.

Illegal Eviction – The landlord
may not use force or other
illegal means such as
changing the locks or
removing the doors to evict
you. The landlord must first
give you a written notice to
move before filing an eviction
action. If the landlord files an
eviction action, you only have
to move out after a judge signs
an order of eviction. Contact
your local legal aid program or
other attorney if you believe
you are being wrongfully
evicted.


