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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGE AND CLEANUP WHEN
MY NEIGHBOR’S TREE FALLS INTO MY YARD? 
It may depend on the situation. If the tree was healthy and fell due
to a natural cause like a storm, your neighbor is usually not
responsible. In most cases, you would have to handle the cleanup
and repair yourself or through your own homeowner’s insurance.

WHAT IF THE TREE WAS DEAD OR IN BAD CONDITION AND
MY NEIGHBOR IGNORED IT?
If the tree was clearly dead, diseased or dangerous – and your
neighbor knew about it or should have known – they may be held
responsible for the damage. This can include situations where others
warned about the tree’s condition.

HOW DO YOU KNOW IF SOMEONE “KNEW OR SHOULD
HAVE KNOWN” ABOUT A TREE’S RISK? 

HOW DOES HOMEOWNER’S INSURANCE RESPOND TO
TREE-RELATED DAMAGE?
For heathy trees that fall in storm, the damaged homeowner files a
claim under their own insurance policy. If the tree was unhealthy or
hazardous and the tree owner ignored it, the neighbor’s insurance
might seek reimbursement from the tree owner

HOW CAN I PROTECT
MYSELF FROM LIABILITY
OR DAMAGE?

Inspect trees regularly, especially
before hurricane or storm season.

Act promptly to remove trees that are
diseased or unstable.

Document communications with
neighbors, landscapers or HOA about
tree safety issues.

The tree looked like it was dying, dead or weak.

The tree leaned heavily or had large cracks.

Others (like neighbors, landscapers or inspectors)
told the owner about the risk.


